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and make inquiry of him.5 So we waited for the
lucky hour, and have brought him."
The interpreter talked in the strange tongue with
the sanyasi, and then said to Babun:
"The holy man says that the offering is too small."
"Father, it is all we have. We are very poor.
Rain never falls upon our fields, and we have no
land. We pray him to help us."
There was another muttered conversation, and
then the interpreter said:
"It is very little for so great a thing. But the
holy man will help you."
The little group became very still; every one
watched the sanyasi anxiously. He muttered to
himself, fixed his eyes on the ground in 'front of
him, made marks in the sand with his finger, and
swayed his body from side to side. Then looking
at Silindu intently he began to speak very volubly.
Silindu watched him, fascinated. At last the sanyasi
stopped, and the interpreter addressed them:
"The holy man says thus: it is true that a devil
of the jungle has entered the man. This devil is
of great power. Why has this happened? The man
is a foolish man. There has come into the holy
man's mind another man, his face marked with
scars, and one-eyed. He is a vederala, very skilled
in charms. You have not told why the one-eyed